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Committee Members

The 2009 NEITE Awards Committee was com-
prised of Frank O’Callaghan (NH); Kevin Hooper 
(ME); Sudhir Murthy (MA); Kevin Johnson (RI); 
and John Thompson (CT); and chaired by Doug-
las C. Prentiss, who also voted as the Vermont 
representative.  The Committee’s guidelines 
identify that upon selection by the President, 
the Chairman appoints a committee including 
a member from each state who will serve 3-year 
terms.

Process

The guidelines speak to timing of the effort, 
the voting role of the chair in the event of a tie, 
and the chair reporting directly to the presi-
dent. Otherwise the process is open.  Chairmen 
have collected and passed down their notes, 
which suggest a tradition of nominations and 
subsequent selections. E-mail has facilitated the 
exchange of information among the commit-
tee and in fact has displaced the troublesome 
meetings-in-person. In 2009, all of the coordina-
tion/voting was done my email, except for a few 
phone calls by the Chair. For the past several 
years suggestions were solicited from the 
membership via the NEITE website, The Section 
Executive Board, State Chapter Officers & Com-
mittee members. 

2009 NEITE Awards Committee 
       Report

2009 Presentations

NEITE president Michael Knodler and Commit-
tee members made presentations at the 2009 
Annual Meeting on December 7th as follows:

NEITE 2009 Award Selections
• Kat Beaudoin  (Maine DOT): Transportation  
 Leadership Award
• Neil Boudreau, EIT: Transportation Engineer of  
 the Year Award
• Roger Dickinson, PE, PTOE: Distinguished  
 Service Award 
• Jeff Gomes: Young Professional Group Award

One additional award was given this year, that 
being a “Certificate of Appreciation” to Laura 
Castelli, the former editor of the New England 
Chronicle.

Brief biographies and plaque texts of the 2009 
Awards are presented below:

Transportation Leadership Award

Kat Beaudoin is Chief of Planning in the Bureau 
of Transportation Systems at the Maine Depart-
ment of Transportation. She was one of the key 
creators of the Gateway 1 planning process for 
20 towns along Route 1 in mid-coast Maine from 
Brunswick to Stockton Springs. Through her 
perseverance and support over a four-year 

period, government officials, corridor citizens, 
engineers, and environmental organizations 
discussed issues facing them and decided 
to work jointly to improve their future. She 
helped refocus MaineDOT’s planning process 
by relinquishing some of the control that had 
historically been MaineDOT’s, provided the  
midcoast communities accept and adhere to 
some new responsibilities and also relinquish 
some of their autonomy. Her dedication to 
moving the process forward, no matter what 
obstacles were encountered, eventually forced 
all involved parties to recognize that there 
can be mutually-beneficial solutions to the 
corridor problems and that an “us-versus-them” 
approach will rarely produce the best solutions.

It is our pleasure to present the 2009 Transporta-
tion leadership Award to Kat Beaudoin.

Transportation Leadership Award
2009

Presented to
Kat Beaudoin, MaineDOT

for
Creating and Leading the Gateway 1 

Transportation and Land Use Planning Process 
which Partnered the 

Maine Department of Transportation
with 20 Midcoast Maine Communities

(continued on page 6)
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Now I know why Mike Knodler patted me on the 
back as he “passed the torch” to me at the annual 
meeting in December and said, “Get ready!”

We are certainly in a time of transition!  Layoffs 
and constricted budgets have plagued some…
yet there have been quiet opportunities for 
others.  By this point, there are few that have 
not been affected, in one way or another, by 
the effects of the economy.  Do you ever find 
yourself wondering where our industry is head-
ing?  Will there be a Stimulus-Part Deux as a 
legislative follow-up to the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA)?  Will there be any new 
tax incentives for businesses of any size to add 
jobs in 2010 as part of President Obama’s focus 
coming out the of State of the Union address?  
Congress will need to work through the Health 
Care Bill so that they can soon focus, in part, on 
the reauthorization of the Transportation Act.  
For those firms in our Section that were heavily 
focused on private development, the challenge 
continues with some light on the horizon.  I 
remain cautiously optimistic.

It is an honor to commence 2010 as the new 
President of the New England Section.  I started 
my involvement with ITE in 1996 after receiving 
encouragement from one of my early mentors, 
Paul Nauyokas.  My shiny green NEITE coffee 
mug is still a proudly displayed ornament on 
my desk.  I continued my ITE experience by 
working in various roles in the New Hampshire 
Chapter and served as President of the chapter 
for two years between 2004 and 2005.  I then 
found myself contributing to the New England 
Section Board meetings in 2007 as a junior direc-
tor.  I would say the rest is history, but it’s really 
about the present and future of our section.  I 
am joined by the NEITE Executive Board in our 
commitment to serve the membership with 
a renewed sense of growth.  We seek to build 
upon the great foundation of efforts in 2009 led 
by Michael Knodler, NEITE Past President.

Twenty-Ten will see many exciting develo
ments for the NE Section.  First, the NEITE Board 
meeting held on Thursday, March 11, at lunch-
time prior to the UMass Tech Day in Amherst 
featured technical sessions and a keynote 
speech from the Massachusetts Secretary of 
Transportation, Jeffrey B. Mullan.  Second, the 
NEITE Student Symposium will be moving 
to UConn this year.  I would like to thank Joe 
Hallisey, CT Chapter President, and Professor 
Nicholas Lownes of UConn for the hard work 
and excitement that they are providing in 
preparing for this event.  This day-long event 
will include presentation of technical papers by 
students from around the District, a key note 
speech at lunch from ConnDOT Commissioner 
Joseph F. Marie, a career fair, the Student Traffic 
Bowl competition, and a dinner program with 
the Connecticut Chapter.

As you’ve seen in recent correspondences and 
notices, we are making the final plans to host 
the Northeastern District meeting from May 
19 to 21 in Portland, Maine.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to obtain professional develop-
ment credits for professional licensure, network 
with colleagues in the industry, meet the 
International Director candidates, and find a 
potential employer.  Kevin Hooper, no surprise, 
has stepped into another leadership role with 
a number of other dedicated members to 
organize this important meeting, make arrange-
ments, organize presenters, and work with ITE 
headquarters and District leadership to make it 
a great event.  Similar to the other past District 
meetings in Providence, Atlantic City, and Sara-
toga Springs, this will be an action-packed three 
day period!  If you are interested in volunteering 
with registration or as a speaker or moderator 
for a technical session, please do not hesitate 
to contact him.  See page XX for his contact 
information.

The New England Chronicle has served the 
membership for so many years.  In 2010, we seek 
to provide a greater frequency of publication 
as one of the lifelines for our organization and 
industrial supporters.  Additionally, Mike Knodler 
has volunteered to serve as Chair of the Website 
Committee to reshape our other day-to-day 
link to our membership with improvements to 
the calendar and notification of legislative and 
agency updates.

From a membership perspective, we have seen 
a level involvement from the industry in the 
past couple years.  In 2010, we will be making 
a concerted effort to reach out to younger 
members.  This requires the support from public 
agency and private firm managers and owners 
to support the younger members with the time 
and finances for attendance at NEITE or chapter 
meetings.  This is vitally important for our orga-
nization.  As such, I have asked Jennifer Conley 
to serve as Membership Chair for 2010 to imple-
ment specific measures to attract new members 
and provide additional benefits for our current 
members, as outlined in our NEITE Strategic 
Plan.  The major elements may include:
• Provide incentives (e.g. gift certificate draw-

ings, reduced meeting costs) for existing 
members that invite a new member to a 
future meeting;

• Provide NEITE-based products for existing 
members;

• Pair “seasoned” members with a new member 
for introductions to others to “break the ice” 
and make the meetings a welcome place;

• Identify other opportunities that are funded 
by NEITE, such as webinars on specific topics 
of interest that will be conducted between 
traditional meeting dates.

I look forward to an action-packed year in 
serving the New England Section in 2010!

#

A Message 
from the 
President
Kevin R. Dandrade, PE, PTOE, 
Principal TEC, Inc
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Arden Engineering 
Constructors, LLC 

505 Narragansett Park Drive 
Pawtucket, RI 02861

 401.727.3500  
kmcgrath@ardeneng.com

NEITE Chronicle is interested in short articles on 
innovative projects and cutting-edge solutions 

Send articles, listings (ITE and other relevant) 
and especially graphics and photographs to 
Andy Arseneault at andy.arseneault@ jacobs.
com.

Jacobs’ contributing staff:
Rod Emery
Andy Arseneault
Anne McKinnon

#

Useful Links
Institute of Transportation Engineers
http://www.ite.org 

American Society of Civil Engineers
http://www.asce.org 
New Hampshire Chapter
http://www.ascenh.org
Vermont Section Chapter
http://sections.asce.org/vermont 
Maine Section Chapter
http://www.maineasce.org/maine.htm
Connecticut Section 
http://www.csce.org/

Urban Land Institute 
http://www.uli.org

Massachusetts Association of Consulting 
Planners
http://www.macponline.org

The American Planning Association
Northern New England Chapter
http://www.nnecapa.org
Massachusetts Chapter
http://www.massapa.org
Connecticut Chapter
http://www.ccapa.org 
Rhode Island Chapter
http://www.rhodeislandapa.org

As always, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Chronicle if you have any thoughts or sugges-
tions, or if you would like to submit an article for 
the upcoming issue.

#

2008 Executive Board
President 
Kevin R. Dandrade, P.E, PTOE 
kdandrade@tecmass.com  
978-794-1792 x145

Vice President 
Joseph C. Balskus, P.E., PTOE 
jcbalskus@tighebond.com  
203-712-1100 x106

Treasurer 
Guus Driessen, P.Eng. 
Gdriessen@bscgroup.com 
617-896-4300

Secretary 
Kien Ho, P.E., PTOE 
kho@BETA-inc.com 
781-255-1982

Senior Director 
Thomas A. Errico, P.E. 
thomas.errico@tylin.com 
207-347-4354

Senior Director
Peter A. Hedrich, P.E., PTOE 
phedrich@gorrillpalmer.com
207-657-6910

Junior Director
Michelle Langone, P.E. 
mlangone@tooledesign.com
617-619-9950

Junior Director 
Joe Segale, P.E. 
jsegale@rsginc.com 
802-383-0118 x310

Immediate Past President 
Michael Knodler, Ph.D 
mknodler@ecs.umass.edu 
413-545-0228

Chapter Presidents
Connecticut 
Joseph Hallisey, PE, PTOE

Maine 
Rob Kenerson

Massachusetts 
Peter Vasiliou, PE, PTOE

New Hampshire 
Andre H. Betit, Junior, P.E

Rhode Island 
Russell B. Holt, P.E.

Vermont 
Evan Deitrick

Northeastern Student 
Chapter 
Dan Dullaski, PhD., PE

Northeastern Faculty 
Advisor 
Daniel M. Dulaski, Ph.D, PE

UMass/Amherst 
Steve Tupper

UMass/Amherst Faculty 
Advisor 
Michael Knodler, PhD, PE

University of Connecticut 
Facility Advisor 
Nicholas Lownes, PhD.

University of Rhode Island 
Facility Advisor 
Christopher Hunter, PhD.

Umass/Lowell Facility 
Advisor 
Chronis Stamatiadis

Standing Committee
Awards 
Doug Prentiss, PE, PTOE

Charter/Bylaws 
Kim Hazarvartian, PhD., 
PE, PTO

Chronicle/NEITE Newsletter 
Rodney C. Emery, P.E., PTOE

Chronicle Action 
Committee 
Daniel M. Dulaski, Ph.D, PE

Continuing Education 
Alan Cloutier, P.E., PTOE

Goals/Objectives 
Joseph C. Balskus, P.E., PTOE

Industrial Support Chair 
William P. McNamara

Legislative Liaison 
Jeffrey Dirk, PE, PTOE

Membership Chair 
Jennifer Conley, P.E., AICP

Membership Vice-Chair 
Roger A. Krahn, P.E.

NEITE Website-Chair 
Michael Knodler, Ph.D

NEITE Webmaster 
Silpa Munukutla

Nominating 
Kenneth J. Petraglia, PE, 
PTOE

Program, Chair 
Peter A. Hedrich, P.E., PTOE

Public Relations Chair 
Guus Driessen, PE.

Public Relations Vice Chair 
Thomas A. Errico, P.E.

Technical Chair 
Michael Wasielewski

Tom Desjardins 
Scholarship, Chair 
Rodney C. Emery, PE, PTOE

Student Chapter Liaison 
Michelle Langone, P.E.

Young Professionals/
Mentoring Chair 
Jason Degray, P.E.

Past Presidents Council
Douglas Prentiss, P.E., PTOE

Historian 
John Thompson

Strategic plan 
Administration 
John Mirabito, P.E., PTOE

Vice Chair 
Michael J. Salatti, PE

2010 District Meeting Chair 
Kevin Hooper

NEITE Directory
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It has been a season of reform on Beacon Hill.  In 
the five months since I became the Legislative 
Fellow, significant reform legislation has been 
passed in the areas of ethics, public pensions, 
and – of course – transportation.  I have had the 
distinct pleasure and honor of participating in 
the development of transportation reform.

As the BSCES Legislative Fellow, I am assigned 
to work for the Chairman of the Transportation 
Committee in the House of Representatives.  
The Chairman is Representative Joseph 
Wagner from Chicopee.  As one could imagine, 
Representative Wagner has played a significant 
role in the development of the transportation 
reform legislation that was signed into law by 
Governor Deval Patrick on June 26, 2009.

However, there is further work to be done 
in the area of transportation reform.  One 
of the mantras repeated often during the 
transportation reform debate was “reform 
before revenue”.  Now that reform is complete 
with respect to the organization of our 
transportation agencies, it is widely expected 
that the legislature will address our ailing 
revenue picture, especially the structural 
deficits in the way we fund transportation 
improvements. 

My contributions to the transportation reform 
effort have focused on two areas – organization 
and funding sources.  For the reform bill, I 
conducted extensive research into how other 
transportation agencies across the country 
are organized.  I am proud to say that my 
research played a role in the creation of the 
Transportation Board that will oversee the new 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation.  
This management model is in part based on 
how the Commonwealth of Virginia organizes 
its transportation agencies. My research for the 
House Transportation Committee focused on 
Virginia’s organizational structure as a potential 
model for our agencies.

The second area where my research 
has contributed to the reform debate is 
transportation funding.  Although this 
contribution is part of an ongoing dialogue, I 
have enjoyed conducting extensive research on 
innovative sources of transportation funding.  
I have also carefully researched how the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts measures 
up to other comparable states in the areas of 
transportation spending and revenues.  I look 
forward to assisting the legislature when this 
topic is again on the front burner.

A Season of Reform on 
Beacon Hill
By William F. Lyons Jr., P.E., Esq., BSCES Legislative fellow

I have also contributed research and 
participated in the legislative discourse on 
several other initiatives before the legislature.  
Such issues as distracted driving, commercial 
vehicle operator safety, and parking are being 
considered for legislative action.  I hope to be 
able to provide substantive assistance to the 
committee and the Chairman on these topics 
as well.

Many of you might wonder why I would be 
involved in the area of zoning reform.  Aside 
from the fact that I was asked to participate by 
the BSCES leadership, this is an issue of great 
importance to many of our members.  At the 
request of our leadership, I have been asked to 
represent BSCES in the Zoning Reform Working 
Group chaired by Greg Bialecki, the Secretary 
of Housing and Economic Development.  
Although zoning reform seems to be a matter 
only remotely related to civil engineering (and 
especially transportation engineering), such 
matters as subdivision design standards, the 
elimination of Approval Not Required (ANR) 

plans, and local permitting processes are 
critical issues to those of us who appear before 
local boards on a regular basis.  These issues 
are addressed in two competing bills before 
the legislature – the Land Use Partnership Act 
(LUPA) and the Community Planning Act (CPA 
II) which would provide the first major overhaul 
of our zoning laws in a generation.  I encourage 
each of you to follow the issue of zoning reform 
carefully and get engaged in the debate as the 
two zoning reform bills make their way through 
the committees and the legislature as a whole.  

My first five months as the Legislative Fellow 
have been rewarding and highly engaging.  It 
is hard to believe that I am one-third of the 
way through my appointment.  If the next 
ten months prove to be as busy, it will indeed 
be a very exciting time!  I would like to thank 
the leadership of BSCES for this tremendous 
opportunity.  I look forward to reporting on the 
Legislative Fellowship in the future!

#
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DATA, Inc.

4259-983-888:enohPeunevA nedlA 05
4259-983-888:xaF70010AM ,nwotrehcleB

www.datayourequested.com contactus@datayourequested.com

Data Acquisition,
Transformation & 

Analysis

Traffic Data Collection

Formerly Fiberoptic Display Systems, Inc.

Dynamic
Message
Signs

www.sesamerica.com

401 - 232 - 3370
800 - 252 - 6220

Wouldn’t we all love to be able to make this 
statement, as did George Wilson Casper, P.E. 
at the beginning of our conversation?  His 
transportation career spanned 40 years 
(1957-1997), leaving an indelible mark on the 
profession.  In 1957 George began his career at 
American Garages, Inc./Ramp Buildings, Inc. as 
their resident manager working with the City 
of Worcester on an off-street parking garage 
program.  He then worked for Jones Electric 
Company in Sharon; the City of Worcester as a 
Traffic Signal Engineer; and the TAMS Boston 
Office as the lead Signal and Signal Systems 
Designer.  For the next six years George worked 
as an independent, which brought him the 
added flexibility to travel through Europe, 
Africa and Central America.  He next worked 
as the Transportation Director in the City of 
Waltham and as a Senior Traffic Signal Designer 
at Highway and Traffic Signal Design (HTSD).  
George put an exclamation point on his career, 
retiring in 1997 from the Boston Transportation 
Department as the City’s chief liaison to the 
federal and state governments for the Central 
Artery/Tunnel Project.  George is an ITE Fellow, 
and worked on early NEITE Technical Committee 
projects. He wrote three papers on traffic signal 
systems, one published by the ASCE, one by the 
International Road Federation (IRF) and one by 
ITE.

Other George Casper highlights include:
  
• George stays abreast of transportation issues  
 through local newspapers.  He still assesses  
 traffic signal design and operation as   
 he passes through intersections.  George  
 particularly enjoys driving through   
 intersections that he has designed.  He’s been  
 known to pull over and “optimize” signal  
 timing and adjust detector sensitivity in  
 Auburn, MA and Brooklyn, NY.

• He enjoys “being able to teach”, and in fact  
 could have been happy with   
 teaching as a career choice.  As an   
 engineer, he enjoyed teaching   
 things that did not appear in textbooks.  I  
 know this first hand, because I was one of  
 George’s early “students”

• George has certainly left his mark on the  
 signal design industry.  He was one of the  
 early leaders in pushing for actuated control  
 with presence detection.  As detection  
 became increasingly sophisticated, George  
 pushed for these advances in vehicle   
 detection and computerized signal systems.
 
At 80 years old, George has remained active.  
He travels, visits relatives, continues with 
photography, and is working on a cook book 
which he hopes to publish in the next several 
years.  I asked him where he finds the time.  His 
response – “Since I retired I can’t imagine how I 
ever found the time to go to work”.
   
George has two children, four grandchildren 
and one great-grandson.  He is enjoying life 
with travel, hobbies, and a very happy (second) 
marriage to his husband Fred.

#

“I had so much fun during my career 
because of the projects assigned to me 
that I could not believe I was being paid 
to do this work.”

An Interview with
George W. Casper, PE
By Ken Petraglia, PE, PTOE
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Transportation Engineer of the Year Award

The recipient of the 2009 Transportation 
Engineer of the Year Award is Neil Boudreau, 
the State Traffic Engineer at the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (MassDOT). 

Neil has been with MassDOT since 1995 and has 
served in many roles, all primarily with the Traf-
fic Operations and Safety Management groups.  
He serves on both the AASHTO Sub-committees 
on Traffic Engineering and Safety Management, 
as well as being a member of the National Com-
mittee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  He 
played a critical role in the preparation for and 
during the Democratic National Convention in 
Boston and in the transition to MassDOT.

Prior to joining MassHighway, Neil worked for a 
small engineering consulting firm in Concord, 
New Hampshire where he was a Junior Trans-
portation Engineer working on traffic impact 
studies, minor roadway design and supervising 
the data collection effort for the New Hampshire 
Statewide Origin and Destination study.  

He is a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts with a BSCE in 1992 and a MSCE-
Transportation Major, in 1995. He currently 
serves on the College of Engineering’s Civil & 
Environmental Engineering Advisory Board. 

Neil has been a member of ITE since 1995 and 
has served on the New England Board in various 
roles, having been President of the Section in 
2003. 

Aside from all the demands associated with his 
position at MassDOT, Neil is passionate about 
transportation safety.  Always trying to keep 
abreast of the USDOT’s National Agenda and 
work with the Massachusetts Division of Federal 
Highway, Neil enjoys working to get safety 
initiatives underway at MassDOT.  

It is our pleasure to present the 2009 Trans-
portation Engineer of the Year Award to Neil 
Boudreau.

2009 NEITE Awards Committee Report
(continued from page 1)

Transportation Engineer of the Year Award
2009

Presented To
Neil E. Boudreau

 For
Outstanding Leadership
And Achievement as the

Massachusetts State Traffic Engineer
And his contribution towards

Addressing Safety for all Road Users

Distinguished Service Award

After his graduation from college in the mid 
seventies, Roger J. Dickinson, PE, PTOE  
worked in the wastewater field and water 
supply area for about 7 years.  It wasn’t until he 
was assigned to a transportation project did his 
interest intensify in the traffic/ transportation 
field.  In 1983 he joined ITE to enhance his pro-
fessional development in traffic/transportation.

In the mid 1980’s he worked at a small consult-
ing firm in Essex Junction where he was the only 
one doing the traffic/transportation work. Later 
in the decade, he joined a general civil engineer-
ing firm and brought his traffic/transportation 
skills to that company.  That firm (Lamoureux 
and Dickinson) now bears his name where he is 
President & Project Principal.

He was the second President of the VT Chapter 
of ITE & he was elected to our Section Board in 
2002. Here he served as director for 2 years & 
Secretary of the Section in 2004.  Also in 2004, 
he was co-chairman of one of our most success-
ful District 1 annual meetings, we’ve ever had, 
which was held in Burlington, VT.

He is a registered professional engineer and the 
first PTOE in VT.

It is our pleasure to present the 2009 Distin-
guished Service Award to Roger J. Dickinson, 
PE, PTOE.  

Distinguished Service Award
2009

Presented To
Roger J. Dickinson, P.E., P.T.O.E.

For
 Years of Outstanding 

Service to the Transportation and
 Traffic Engineering Profession 

 And Continued Contribution to
the New England Section and the Vermont 

Chapter of ITE

Young Professional Group Award 

Jeff Gomes majored in Business Administra-
tion and Computer Sciences in college.  While 
doing traffic counts to earn extra money in his 
sophomore year, he decided to switch to civil 
engineering to pursue his newfound interest in 
transportation. 

After graduating, he secured a position as a 
junior transportation engineer in municipal gov-
ernment for the City of Lowell. Here, he works 
with government and neighborhood officials 
on parking, traffic, and off-site mitigation issues 
and is the public liaison between municipal 
and State officials on traffic projects. One of his 
recent accomplishments was assisting on a suc-
cessful Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) application for downtown improve-
ments.  He also assists UMass-Lowell faculty on 
a hands-on traffic engineering projects for the 
students each fall semester. 

He regularly attends Section meetings and is an 
active member of both the MA & NH Chapters 
of ITE.  In 2008, he presented a technical session 
on two-way center left turn lanes here at the 
Annual Meeting. He is presently Vice-Chair on 
the NEITE Program Committee.

He is a 2004 graduate of UMass-Lowell and it is 
our pleasure to present this years’ Young Profes-
sional Group Award to Jeff Gomes of the City of 
Lowell, Massachusetts. 

(continued on page 7)
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James J. O’Rourke, Inc. 
21 Pine Street 

Warwick, RI 02888

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Phone: 401.785.9850 
www.jjoi.com 

Young Professionals Group Award
2009

Presented To
Jeffrey R. Gomes

For
Contributions to the New England Section of 

ITE
and the City of Lowell with

         Demonstrated Professional Achievement                                                                   
as an Emerging Transportation Professional

Certification of Appreciation

The New England Section of the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers is hereby honored 
to present a Certificate of Appreciation to Ms. 
Laura M. Castelli, for her leadership, guidance 
and passion in elevating the quality of New Eng-
land Section’s Chronicle to an unprecedented 
level. With an astute staff of co-workers and 
support from her company, Vanasse Hangen 
Brustlin, she transitioned the production of the 
quarterly New England Chronicle newsletter 
from not only being our medium of communi-
cation for the Section, but also a model for other 
sections to follow. For a category of “Circulation 
over 500 members”, The New England Chronicle 

was recognized by the International Board of 
Direction of the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers at its annual meeting in August 2009 
at San Antonio, Texas.   

From 2007, through 2009, Laura built upon the 
template that was already in place for our Sec-
tion, enhanced the format, layout and graphic 
design, and working with ITE headquarters, 
initiated an electronic version of the newsletter 
for the first time in the Section. Her hard work 
allowed our Section to compete with larger 
Section newsletters throughout the country 
for ITE’s newsletter award.  Timely and interest-
ing articles were submitted from her staff and 
new sections were included such as “NEITE 
word search and crossword puzzles”, Chapter 
Updates” and “Useful Links”. 

Laura has been a member of the Section since 
2001, and even though the Chronicle editorship 
has been her first leadership assignment on a 
committee or board, she has been an effective 
leader while achieving national status for the 
Section.

It is our pleasure, on behalf of the Section, to 
present this Certificate of Appreciation to Laura 
M. Castelli.

#

TEPP LLC   
TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING, 

PLANNING AND POLICY 

Kim Eric Hazarvartian, Ph.D., P.E., P.T.O.E. 
Principal 

93 Stiles Road, Suite 201, Salem NH  03079 
800 Turnpike Street, Suite 300, North Andover MA  01845

Phone (603) 212-9133 and Fax (603) 226-4108 
Email keh@teppllc.com and Web www.teppllc.com 
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NEITE Continuing education is a great oppor-
tunity! Members, we need your feedback and 
fresh ideas for training that are hot and would 
draw significant interest and most importantly, 
serve you, the membership, for the coming 
year.

If you have ideas for training sessions that 
would benefit the membership the most and 
have a high interest level, whether a half-day, 
full-day of training, please forward them to me 
at jcbalskus@tighebond.com, current Com-
mittee Chair, or the incoming President, Kevin 
Dandrade at kdandrade@tecmass.com  
978-794-1792 x145.

Continuing Education 
in NEITE: We Need 
Your Help 
Joe Balskus, Committee Education Chair

After the transportation reform legislation 
that dominated the first third of my legislative 
fellowship, it has been significantly less busy in 
the second third of this session.  While the pace 
has slowed, that does not mean that the Joint 
Committee on Transportation has not been 
busy. 

My work this third of the session has included 
assisting the Committee with technical correc-
tions to the transportation reform legislation, 
research and legislative drafting for the 
distracted and aged drivers bills, and research 
the dangers of heavy trucking.  I have also been 
asked to do research on the proposed North-
South rail link as well as continue my research 
on transportation funding options. Finally, I 
have assisted one member of the legislature 
with a project of specific interest in their 
district.

Technical corrections to the transportation 
reform law included several modifications to 
the landmark legislation passed earlier this year.  
Specifically, The Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) requested several 
clarifications to questions created by the reform 
law.  In particular, MassDOT sought clarification 
regarding tort reform, the constitution of the 
MassDOT board, Medicare eligibility and the 
participation for MassDOT’s employees in Medi-
care, and several finer points.  In addition, the 
design community, as well as MassDOT, sought 
clarifications regarding Qualifications Based 
Selection (QBS) as it applies to MassDOT.

In the areas of distracted driving and aged 
driving, the legislature continues to discuss 
and debate how to address growing societal 
concerns regarding these sensitive issues.  Dis-
tracted driving, as an issue, continues to garner 
a lot of attention.  The committee is debating 
several bills aimed at reducing the danger 
posed by cell phone use as well as texting while 
driving.  Several hearings have been held on 
this subject.

As for aged drivers, I assisted the commit-
tee with an early draft of legislation aimed at 
requiring physical reviews at age 70.  However, 

the committee is now considering a more 
comprehensive approach to regulating driver 
competency.  This change reflects a strong 
desire to make all drivers safer on the road, 
without respect to age or other classifications.

The committee also asked me to review the 
benefits of creating a special program to 
educate operators of heavy vehicles.  The 
program would be funded through a surcharge 
on commercial vehicle insurance.  I assisted the 
Committee with research on the safety record 
of commercial vehicles on the state’s highways 
over the past twenty years, as well as a review 
of similar programs across the country. It does 
not appear that this initiative is moving forward 
at this time.

The North-South rail link is of continuing inter-
est to several constituencies in transportation.  
Although it is an unfunded project, there is 
significant interest in the project as a way to 
enhance passenger and freight rail in Mas-
sachusetts.  I have been asked to review the 
environmental documentation and the cost 
estimates for this project as a means of better 
understanding its long term costs and benefits.

I was recently asked by a legislator to review 
a potential transit project in her district.  This 
project involves creativity and expanded transit 
service for an entire region underserved by 
transit.  I look forward to assisting this legislator 
with research and technical support.

All in all, the Legislative Fellowship continues 
to be a very satisfying experience.  I believe 
that my contributions, and by extension BSCES’ 
contributions, are making a real difference on 
Beacon Hill.  I look forward to the final third 
of my Legislative Fellowship in the coming 
months. As always, if you have any questions 
regarding the Legislative Fellowship or my 
activities, please feel free to contact me at 
wlyons@forthillinfrastructure.com.

#

Technical Corrections and 
Distracted Driving
By William F. Lyons Jr., P.E., Esq., BSCES Legislative Fellow

2010 NEITE Calender

January

1/3 MA Chapter Meeting

 Boston, MA

1/22 NEITE/VT Chapter Meeting

 Montpelier, VT

1/26 CT Chapter/ITS-CT Meeting

 New Haven, CT

February

2/4 MA Chapter Meeting w/BSCS

 Smart Growth, Boston, MA

1/27 ME Chapter Meeting 

 Portland, ME

2/24 RI Chapter/URI Meeting

 Webinar, Taunton, MA

March

3/3 MA Board Meeting

 Boston, MA

TBD NH Chapter Meeting

 Pats Peak Ski Area

 Nashua, NH

3/11 UMass ITE Technical Day

 Amherst, MA

3/14 – 3/17 ITE 2010 Technical

 Conference & Exhibit

 Savannah, GA

(continued on page 12)
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Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
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101 Walnut Street
Watertown, ma 02472
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throughout the  
East Coast.

ITS Planning and Deployment
Traffic Engineering
Advance Traffic Management Services
Transportation Planning
Traffic Signal Design
Advanced Communication Systems
Traffic Operations Centers

Save the Date
The Maine chapter of ite is hosting the 2010 District 1 Annual Meeting to be held in Portland, Maine 
from may 19th to the 21st at the Portland Regency ($159 per night). Full meeting registration is 
$250 and includes all technical sessions, the welcome reception, and all meals (including the annual 
banquet) – individual event and single day pricing will be announced shortly

We have issued a call for papers on topics relevant to today’s transportation issues including:
• Trip generation for mixed use developments
• Climate change challenges and issues related to transportation
• Sustainable transportation projects
• Innovative technologies
• Best practices in transportation

Contact Sandi Duchesne at smduchesne@roadrunner.Com for information on abstracts

Following is a brief description of the preliminary technical program & schedule:

Wednesday, May 19:

8:30-12:00 ~ Technical seminar: advanced synchro/simtraffic techniques.

Instructor: John Albeck, PE, PTOE. This workshop is for experienced SYNCHRO users who are 
interested in becoming power users. It will explore the full functionality and versatility of the 
SYNCHRO and SIMTRAFFIC traffic modeling software, as well as new features and capabilities in 
SYNCHRO 7 that were not available in earlier versions. Registrants will be invited to e-mail John 
before the workshop date with their specific technical questions and goals for the workshop, and 
he will incorporate as many as possible into his presentation and demonstrations for the class. 
Students will receive a comprehensive reference handout to take home, but there will be no hands-
on computer use other than by john on the projector screen. Lunch is included for paid participants 
only. 4 PDH

(continued on page 10)
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10:30-12:00 ~ Technical tour a: Maine Turnpike Authority  
 Operations Center.

Registrants will tour the new MTA facility, view a demonstration of the 
EZ PASS Electronic Toll Collection System and other ITS enhancements, 
Watch an informative film on Turnpike Operations, and have the 
opportunity to ask questions of MTA staff. Transportation to and from the 
hotel will be provided. Lunch is included for paid participants only.  
1.5 PDH.

1:00-4:00 ~ Technical Tour B: Bicycle Tour Of Maine’s Eastern Trail 
(Short Option).

This is an easy-paced, 13-mile round-trip bicycling tour of a portion of 
the eastern trail, part of the east coast Greenway Trail System that will 
eventually extend from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida. Frequent 
stops will highlight transportation funding, planning, and engineering 
challenges involved in trail layout and construction, and how they were 
addressed. Road or hybrid touring bicycles are most appropriate, bicycle 
and helmet rentals are available on request. Transportation to and from 
the hotel will be provided. 2 PDH.

1:00-4:00 ~ Technical Tour C: Bicycle Tour Of Maine’s Eastern Trail 
(Long Option).

This is a faster-paced, 26-mile round-trip bicycling tour that will leave 
directly from the hotel and will cover more of the Eastern trail than tour 
B, but with the same focus on the planning and engineering work that 
went into the trail layout and construction. Recommended for physically 
fit, relatively speedy bicyclists who are comfortable riding single-file on 
urban roads, and who want to combine a good afternoon workout with 
their technical tour. Road or hybrid touring bicycles are most appropriate, 
bicycle and helmet rentals are available on request. 2 PDH.

1:00–4:00 ~ Golf At Riverside Municipal Golf Course

Begin your stay in Maine with a round (9 holes) of golf at Portland’s 
riverside golf course! Designed by legendary architect Geoffrey Cornish, 
the course has earned a reputation as a player friendly course and yet 
is one of southern Maine’s more challenging layouts. Many of New 
England’s ranking amateurs and professionals test the 6,406-yard north 
course annually during the Maine open and greater Portland open. 
Rolling hills and a traditional beauty give the riverside golfer a feeling 
of spaciousness and relaxation. But the challenges are subtle: there are 
sand, bogs, trees and more.

This will be a 9-hole scramble format with a shotgun start with prizes for 
closest to the pin, longest drive and low gross score. Golf will conclude 
with sufficient time to return to the Portland regency and to complete 
the short walk to Casco Bay Lines to board the bay mist to cruise Casco 
Bay for the welcome reception. Be a part of building on last years very 
successful and enjoyable event!

5:00-8:00 ~ Welcome Reception: Cruise In Casco Bay Aboard Casco 
Bay Lines “Bay Mist”

Thursday, May 20:

7:30–8:30 ~ Breakfast: Speeches By ITE International  
Vice-Presidential Candidates

8:30-10:00 Technical Breakout Sessions (TBD) 1.5 PDHh

10:00-10:30 Break

10:30-12:00 ~ Technical Breakout Sessions (TBD) 1.5 PDH

12:00-1:30 ~ Luncheon With Speech By Ite President

1:30-3:00 ~ Technical Breakout Sessions (TBD) 1.5 PDH

3:30-6:00 ~ Student Poster Session, District Annual Meeting And 
Traffic Bowl

6:30-9:30 ~ Annual Meeting Banquet With Awards And 
Entertainment By The Maine Hysterical Society

After dinner entertainment will be provided by the Maine 
hysterical society, a trio of “the finest kind”. It’s three of Maine’s 
most entertaining variety artists, actors, musicians and Downeast 
humorists. Randy Judkins, Barney Martin and Steve Underwood 
present a comedy variety show of original songs and parodies, 
hilarious Maine characters, “wicked good” juggling, and the most 
hysterical sketches you’ll ever see. Your face will hurt and your sides 
will ache... Even the day after!!! (...What we call a Maine “humor 
hangover”)

Audiences will never forget the wild antics of ‘Mainiacs’ sunny day, 
Emmitt Pickitt and Russell Spurwink - three of the Maine hysterical 
society’s most eccentric characters as they sing about some of the 
best kept secrets of Maine in three part harmony. Join this wacky trio 
as they weave melodic tunes on what it’s like living way up north in 
caribou, Maine; delving into the minds of three curious clams; coping 
with black fly season, launching a singing telegrams business or 
revealing a wish-list of items Mainers shouldn’t live without. You’ll 
need a box full of Kleenex to wipe away the tears of laughter as 
sunny, Emmitt and Russell audition for a „Downeast movie, entitled 
“bean supper in Maine”.

Friday, may 20:

8:30-9:30 ~ Technical session: the new FHWA highway safety 
manual. 1 PDH

9:30-10:00 ~ Break

10:00-12:00 ~ Technical session: workshop on curve advisory 
speeds. 1 PDH

Save the Date
(continued from page 9)
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Rodney C. Emery, PE, PTOE

343 Congress Street
Boston, MA 02210

617.242.9222     617.242.9824 (fax)

Rod.Emery@jacobs.com

The 11th Annual 
Thomas E. Desjardins 
Golf Tournament

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 Sandy Burr Country 
Club, Wayland, MA

The NEITE is proud to announce the 
11th Annual Thomas E. Desjardins Golf 
Tournament to benefit scholarships 
for college students in the field of civil 
engineering. This year’s tournament will take 
place at Sandy Burr Country Club in Wayland, 
Massachusetts. Our start is scheduled for 
9:00 am and will be followed by a barbecue 
luncheon and raffle. Please arrive no later 
than 8:30 AM for registration. Coffee and 
donuts will be available. Last year we enjoyed 
good weather and good times all around

.For information please contact Paul 
Nauyokas at (617) 924-1770, fax (617) 
924-2286, or email pnauyokas@vhb.com. 
Information and registration forms will be 
available on our NEITE website www.neite.org “Yea, I really did chip in for an eagle”

Joseph J. Giordano, P.E.
www.graengs.com

200 MAIN STREET                                                   (401) 726-4084 
PAWTUCKET, RI 02860                                   FAX (401) 728-1533

John W. Diaz 
Assistant Vice President - Project Director 

 
105 Central Street Suite 4100 Stoneham, MA 02180 

781.279.5500 ext. 3008 fax 781.279.5501 cell 617.921.9606 
jdiaz@gpinet.com www.gpinet.com 

50 Alden Avenue  •  Belchertown, MA 01007

Phone: 888-389-9524  •  Fax: 413-460-0899
www.datayourequested.com

Innovative Data, LLCSAVE THE DATE !
Look for an upcoming NEITE Emerging 
Professionals Group (EPG) event on June 10th, 
watch your email for more details to come.
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Return Service Requested.

April

4/7 NEITE/CT Chapter Meeting

 Student Symposium

 UConn/Storrs, CT

May

5/19 – 5/21 Northeastern District (D1) 

 Annual Meeting – Portland, ME

 

June

TBD RI Chapter Meeting

 RIDOT – Warwick, RI

6/9 Desjardins Golf Outing

 Wayland, MA

6/10 Emerging Professionals Event

6/23 NEITE/ME/NH Chapter Meeting

 York, ME

TBD VT Chapter Meeting

 Montpelier, VT (VTrans)

2010 NEITE Calender
(continued from page 9)

July

TBD MA Chapter Summer Social

 Boston, MA

August

8/8 – 8/11 ITE Annual Meeting & Exhibit

 Vancouver, BC, CA

September

TBD NH Chapter Meeting

9/8 or 9/9 NEITE/MA Chapter Meeting

 Waltham, MA

October

10/15 Tentative

 CT Chapter/WTS CT Meeting

 (Location to be Determined)

TBD ME Chapter Meeting

 (Location to be Determined)

November

11/4 NEITE/RI Chapter Meeting

 Providence, RI

December

12/6 NEITE Annual Meeting

 Warwick, RI

12/15 NH Chapter Meeting


